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In response to this wake-up call, Con-
gress passed the Fire Prevention and
Control Act of 1974, which created the
United States Fire Administration and
its National Fire Academy. David A.
Lucht of Ohio was appointed by Presi-
dent Ford to lead the new agency in
1975.

True to its tradition, Worcester Poly-
technic Institute took the issue on,
with Professor Robert W. Fitzgerald as
the guiding intellect and catalyst. In
1979, WPI created the Center for
Firesafety Studies as the first graduate
degree program in fire protection engi-
neering in the Nation. In the past quar-
ter century with Professor Lucht as Di-
rector, the WPI fire safety program has
become an international leader in fire
protection engineering education, with
graduates from 30 countries. Through
its outstanding faculty, students and
alumni, WPI has had an important role
in making the world safer from fire.

I commend WPI on this impressive
256th Anniversary of the Center for
Firesafety Studies and its graduate de-
gree program in fire protection engi-
neering. We are proud of them in Mas-
sachusetts, and the Nation is grateful
for the difference they have made in
fire safety for us all.e

————
256TH ANNIVERSARY OF C-SPAN

e Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate a signal anni-
versary that passed on Friday, March
19, 2004, the 25th anniversary of the
Cable-Satellite Public Affairs Network,
C-SPAN.

Founded in 1979, C-SPAN has rapidly
grown from its humble beginnings tele-
vising the proceedings on the floor of
the House of Representatives to a se-
ries of networks reaching millions of
viewers daily. This service, which func-
tions without any financial support of
the Federal Government, provides our
constituents with invaluable access to
the day-to-day proceedings of both bod-
ies of Congress, as well as other impor-
tant mechanisms of our government.
As a direct result, it is now easier than
ever for our constituents to keep
abreast of our deliberations and con-
tribute well to the debates at hand.

I am also pleased to point out that
these tremendous networks were
founded by a fellow Hoosier, Brian
Lamb. Through his work experiences
on Capitol Hill, Brian realized the im-
portance of bringing the business of the
Federal Government into the homes of
Americans nationwide and his indefati-
gable enthusiasm made this possible.
In addition, he has shown great com-
mitment to our home State of Indiana.
Brian has also maintained strong ties
with his alma mater, Purdue Univer-
sity, in West Lafayette, IN, where he
established the C-SPAN archives. Over
80,000 hours of C—-SPAN programming
are immediately accessible through
this database.

I am pleased to bring this important
anniversary to the attention of my col-
leagues. I am thankful to C-SPAN for
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their efforts to spread the availability
of our government, and I look forward
to the continuing relationship, now in
its 26th year, between C-SPAN and the
U.S. Congress.®

———

CONGRATULATING PATRICIA
SIMMONS

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
to honor Mrs. Patricia Simmons for
her 34 years of dedicated service as
head librarian at the National Naval
Medical Center, and to congratulate
her for earning the Meritorious Civil-
ian Service Award. Mrs. Simmons is a
lifelong civil servant. She has touched
the lives of many in the military serv-
ice with her love of literature and her
commitment to service.

I ask that an article from the Jour-
nal, a publication of the Medical Cen-
ter, be printed in the RECORD.

The article follows.

[From the Journal, Oct. 30, 2003]
END OF A CHAPTER
(By Ellen Maurer)

Patricia Simmons, head librarian at the
National Naval Medical Center (NNMC),
stamped her last book this month.

Retiring after 34 years of service at the
hospital’s general library, Simmons was hon-
ored in a ceremony Oct. 15 for not only her
long-term commitment to the command, its
staff and patients, but also for her love of lit-
erature.

‘““She loves that library and every book
that makes it up,” says Cat DeBinder, an
NNMC staff member who has known Sim-
mons for more than 25 years.

RADM Donald Arthur, MC, Commander,
NNMC, presented Simmons with the Meri-
torious Civilian Service Award during her re-
tirement ceremony. The award citation de-
tailed Simmons’ significant contributions,
which included an improved web cataloging
data-base system and an internet cafe. Iron-
ically, though, those who knew Simmons
best said she wasn’t really dependent on new
technology.

‘“Pat never needed a computer ... her
unflappable data base was between her ears
and it never crashed,” says DeBinder. ‘‘She
carried out her responsibilities with great
love and true passion. She could tell you ex-
actly where any book was; lead you cor-
rectly, without hesitation, to any subject
and was a wizard with those little three-by-
five index cards.”

DeBinder admits, however, that Simmons’
familiarity with the books she ‘‘guarded’ for
more than three decades did have its dis-
advantages—if only to those library patrons,
like DeBinder herself, who occasionally
missed their ‘“‘due back’ date.

“Once, I had to fess up to the unspeakable.
I lost a book. It was an old paperback, print-
ed in the late sixties or early seventies. I
think the original price was 40 cents. The
pages were yellowish-orange with age. The
title was ‘“No Bad Dogs.” Pat had a very dif-
ficult time accepting the fact that I lost one
of her books. I begged for mercy, forgiveness
and I offered money. She said, ‘Just keep
trying to find the book.’”’

Whimsically, DeBinder adds, “Pat . . . I'm
still looking.”’e®

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

March 22, 2004

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Under authority of the order of the
Senate of January 7, 2003, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 17, 2004,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 1881. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to make technical
corrections relating to the amendments by
the Medical Device User Fee and Moderniza-
tion Act of 2002, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3724. An act to amend section 220 of
the National Housing Act to make a tech-
nical correction to restore allowable in-
creases in the maximum mortgage limits for
FHA-insured mortgages for multifamily
housing projects to cover increased costs of
installing a solar energy system or residen-
tial energy conservation measures.

Under the authority of the order of
January 7, 2003, the enrolled bills were
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS) on today, March 22, 2004.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:15 pm., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills and joint resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1375. An act to provide regulatory re-
lief and improve productivity for insured de-
pository institutions, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3733. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 410 Huston Street in Altamont, Kansas, as
the “Myron V. George Post Office’’.

H.R. 3782. An act to amend the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to in-
crease the maximum amount of an award
available under the Department of State re-
wards program, to expand the eligibility cri-
teria to receive an award, to authorize non-
monetary awards, to publicize the existence
of the rewards program, and for other pur-
poses.

H.J. Res. 87. Joint resolution honoring the
life and legacy of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and recognizing his contributions
on the anniversary of the date of his birth.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 93. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol by the Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies.
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